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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


BEWDLEY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL  . 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1948. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections: — 

“ A ” Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

“ B ” General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

“ C ” Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

“ D ” Housing. 

“ E ” Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

“ F " Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


SECTION  ‘‘A” 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  3,681 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948)  accord- 
ing to  Rate  Books  1,357 

Rateable  Value  £19,378 

Sum  represented  by  One  Penny  Rate  £78/2/6 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  popula- 
tion (mid  1948) 4,764 

The  principal  sources  of  employment  are  carpet  weaving  at 
Kidderminster,  light  engineering  and  other  similar  undertakings 
outside  the  district,  and  a limited  number  employed  on  agriculture. 

In  addition  a few  are  employed  in  nearby  small  mines  and 
a needle  factory  has  been  recently  opened,  where  only  female 
labour  is  employed. 


Vita!  Statistics  for  the  Area. 


Live  Births. 

1948 

1947 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  

98 

48 

50  .. 

. 85 

41  44 

Illegitimate  

3 

1 

2 

4 

3 1 

Total  

101 

49 

52 

89 

44  45 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  of  the 
Borough  was:  1948,21.2  (1947,  18.94). 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  : 1948,  17.9 
(1947,  20.5). 


Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1948 

Total  Male  Female 

4 3 1 

1 — 1 


1947 

Total  Male  Female 

5 4 1 

1 1 — 


The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  was: 
1948,  47.17  (1947,  63.2). 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  : 1948,  0.42 
(1947.  0.50). 

Deaths. 

1948  1947 

Total  Male  Female  Total  Male  Female 

68  33  35  ...  45  19  26 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  : 
1948,  14.27  (1947,  9.6). 

The  Death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was : 
1948,  10.8  (1947,  12.0). 


Maternal  Mortality. 

There  was  one  death  of 
birth  during  the  year. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

Total 


Legitimate  5 

Illegitimate  — 

Total  5 


a mother  associated  with  child- 


1948 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1947 

Male  Female 

3 

2 ... 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 

1 

--  1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  : 1948,  49.5  (1947,  22.4). 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  : 
1948,  34  (1947,  41). 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Causes  of  Death. 

Ref.  No.  Male.  Female. 


6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  systems 

2 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

13,  14 
& 16. 

Cancer  

6 

1 

18. 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

4 

6 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

10 

11 

20. 

Other  disorders  of  Circulatory  System  ... 

1 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis  

2 

- 

22. 

Pneumonia  

1 

- 

26. 

Appendicitis  

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  

1 

2 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

1 

31. 

Premature  Births  

2 

- 

32. 

Congenita!  Malformation,  etc.  ... 

1 

2 

33 

Suicide 

2 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accident  

1 

36. 

Ail  other  causes  

2 

4 

Total 

33 

35 

SECTION  “ B ” 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Services.  These  were  provided  by  the  Worcester- 
shire County  Council  until  the  5th  July,  1948,  when  all 
except  the  examination  of  food,  milk  and  water  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  new  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  at 
the  Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  These  are  provided  from  Kidderminster, 
and  with  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health 
Service  in  July  the  administration  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  Worcestershire  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 


Home  Nursing.  There  are  two  District  Nurses  employed  in  the 
Borough,  one  for  Bewdley  and  the  other  for  Wrib'benhall. 
The  Wribbenhall  Nurse  is  also  Health  Visitor,  a duty  which 
is  carried  out  in  Bewdley  by  a separate  Health  Visitor 
employed  by  the  County  Council. 

As  from  July  5th,  1948,  the  responsibility  for  Home  Nursing, 
Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting  became  that  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority. 

Clinics.  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  once  a fortnight  at  the 
Wribbenhall  Parish  Room,  a doctor  being  in  attendance 
monthly. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  also  held  fortnightly  with  a 
doctor  in  attendance  monthly  when  Diphtheria  Immunisa- 
tion is  carried  out. 

Hospitals.  As  from  July  5th,  1948,  the  hospitals  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Midland  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  following  are  available: — 

The  Kidderminster  General  Hospital  for  general  medical 
and  surgicaj  cases. 

The  Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  at  Stourport. 
Hayley  Green  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis.  A weekly  dispensary  is  held  at  the  Kidderminster 
General  Hospital  and  a Sanatorium  is  situated  at  Knight- 
wick. 

As  from  July  5th,  1948,  both  became  the  responsibility  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  while  prevention  and  after- 
care remains  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority. 

Venereal  Disease.  A treatment  centre  is  operated  at  the  Kid- 
derminster General  Hospital,  now  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 


SECTION  “ C ” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality. 

2.  Regular  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  have  been 
carried  out  at  monthly  intervals. 

3.  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent. 

-4.  No  action  v/as  necessary  for  any  form  of  contamination  of 
the  piped  water  supply. 

5a.  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  public  water  mains  is  1312. 

Population  supplied  approximately  4,801. 

5b.  17  houses  are  supplied  by  stand  pipes;  population  supplied  64. 
17  houses  are  supplied  by  wells;  population  supplied,  63.i 

Drainage  and  Sewerage, 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  has  a sewer  available,  sewage 
being  pumped  to  the  Disposal  Works  used  jointly  by  the  Borough 
of  Kidderminster,  Stourport-on-Severn  Urban  District  Council  and 
the  Borough  of  Bewdley.  This  system  is  proving  satisfactory. 

No  serious  nuisance  has  arisen  and  minor  defects  have  been 
dealt  with  quickly. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  certain  properties  in 
relation  to  the  east  bank  of  the  river  to  obviate  the  necessity  for 
periodic  emptying  of  cesspools. 

Where  it  appears  reasonable  for  any  property  to  be  con- 
nected to  the  sewer  every  effort  is  being  made  to  get  this  work 
done. 


SECTION  “D** 

Housing. 

23  houses  were  completed  by  the  Corporation  during  the 
year.  In  addition  1 bungalow  was  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  still  remained  300  applications 
for  Council  Houses. 

During  the  course  of  a Housing  Survey  at  present  being 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  has  been  shown 


that  there  are  fewer  instances  of  overcrowding. 

However,  where  overcrowding  has  been  found  it  is  serious. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  progress  made  on  the  construction  of 
the  new  houses  will  be  such  to  relieve  the  existing  overcrowding 
and  to  allow  a start  to  be  made  in  dealing  with  the  unfit  properties 
in  the  district. 

Camping  Sites. 

There  are  five  licensed  Camping  Sites  in  the  Borough  which 
are  inspected  regularly  by  the  Health  Department.  One  member 
of  the  Department  is  employed  full-time  during  the  summer 
months  and  part-time  in  the  winter  as  Camps  Inspector. 

As  far  as  existing  regulations  and  byelaws  (adopted  by  the 
Borough  in  1935)  are  concerned,  there  is  no  overcrowding  or 
serious  nuisance  existing  at  present,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  control 
the  type  of  movable  dwelling  which  is  put  on  the  sites,  although 
some  control  may  be  possible  in  the  future  under  recent  planning 
powers.  Two  of  these  sites,  due  to  their  central  position  and 
varied  type  of  structure,  present  a difficult  problem. 

SECTION  “ E ” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  was  no  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  during  the  year. 

SECTION ‘‘F” 

Prevalence  of  and  Centro!  over  Infectious  Diseases. 
Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year,  either 
at  Clinics,  Schools,  or  by  the  General  Practitioners,  was  as  follows: 

1.  Under  5 years  39 

2.  5-14  years  2 

3.  Reinforcing  Doses  ...  ...  40 


Total 


81 


At  the  end  of  1948  the  percentage  figures  of  immunised 
children  estimated  in  the  two  age  groups  0-5  and  5-14  years  were 
49  p.c.  and  38.5  p.c.  respectively. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Notifications. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  are 
shown  in  the  following  table. 


Disease 

Total  Cases  Cases  admitted 
notified  to  hospital 

Deaths 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

10  2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

26  — 

— 

Measles  ... 

17  — 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 -- 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 1 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  disease  in  the  area  during  the  year. 


Age 

Periods 

NEW 

Pulmonary 

CASES. 

Non- 

Puimonary 

DEATHS. 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

2 

1 

— — 

2 

1 

— 

— 

35 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & over 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

__ 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

1 

— _ 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Conclusion. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  assistance  during  the  year  and  to  all  members  of  the 
Council’s  staff  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

1 am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  MARKHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
- “ - Circular  3/49. 


SANITARY  fNSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


For  Year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 


Housing. 


Private  Enterprise.  1 house  was  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year,  this  house  being  on  the  Kidderminster  Road. 

Corporation.  23  houses  were  completed  on  the  Bark  Hill 
Estate  during  the  year. 

Squatters  Camps.  Work  v/as  continued  on  the  two  ex- 
military camps  at  Dog  Lane  and  Blackstone  taken  over  by  the 
Corporation  last  year,  to  convert  the  huts  into  suitable  living 
accommodation.  Each  hut  has  now  been  provided  with  a sink, 
water  supply,  cooking  stove  and  electricity,  and  there  is  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation  available. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  construction  of  a service  road 
at  the  Dog  Lane  Camp. 

Scavenging. 

House  refuse  is  removed  weekly  in  the  town  and  once  every 
fortnight  in  outlying  areas,  and  is  taken  to  the  authorised  tip  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town. 

Trade  Refuse. 

In  addition  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse,  15  cwts.  of 
trade  refuse  are  removed  and  disposed  of  weekly. 

Salvage. 

Salvage  Is  collected  once  every  fortnight  from  houses  and 
once  every  week  from  business  premises  in  the  town.  The  work- 
men are  paid  a bonus  to  encourage  them  to  collect  as  much  as 
possible.  The  following  weights  of  salvage  were  collected  during 
the  year: — 


Tons  Cwts. 


Paper 

Textiles 

Metals 

Bottles 

Cullet 


4 


30  5 


Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  the  following  rodent  infestations  have  been 
dealt  with: — 


Private  dwellings  ... 

72 

Business  premises 

55 

Other  infestations 

17 

144 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

During  the  year  16  tins  of  foodstuff  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Animals  for  human  consumption  are  not  slaughtered  in  the 
Borough. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  five  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  which 
are  inspected  regularly. 

These  sites  are  provided  with  the  town’s  main  water  supply, 
refuse  is  collected  by  the  Corporation  and  sanitation  is  by  means 
of  pan  closets  which  are  emptied  by  the  owners. 

Inspections. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  inspections  carried  out:— 


Dwelling  houses 443 

Factories  11 

Nuisances  ...  ...  12 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  ...  9 

Shops  2 

Infectious  diseases  ...  18 

Food  premises  22 

Drainage ...  47 

Rodent  infestation  ...  10 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  12 

Other  inspections  ...  37 


623 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  J.  ROWE, 

Sanitary  Inspector 
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